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and are again resolved into His pure essence; so with
man, life is a process of expansion, which is followed
by a process of contraction, ending in the disappearance
of all the other powers of the soul in the ruling part,
and the separation of the soul from the body. And
even this is only a preparation for the final consumma-
tion, in which the soul returns to the divine unity
from which it came.

Now we need not farther dwell on the physical or
materialistic side of this process, the evolution of
the world out of the central fire and its resolution
into it again. The general theory is borrowed frpm
Heraclitus, and the Stoics added to it nothing of
importance; or rather, we should say, that they
sacrificed whatever meaning it had as a physical
theory in the effort to carry out the parallelism of
matter and mind. Thus, while they maintained that
all things are corporeal, they found themselves obliged
to assert that matter is essentially active, and even to
admit the possibility of a complete inter-penetration of
material bodies by each other, and of all matter by
the etherial fire* In other words, in order to be
the counterpart of mind, matter had to give up its
essential nature as extended and solid, as consisting of
paries extra paries which repel each other. Hence the
physical theories of the Stoics may be at once set
aside as having no scientific value; as, indeed, for
them the material world had no real interest except